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China, India schools ou

BY ANGELA CHARLTON
) .The Associated Press "<

. PARIS — American and Euro-
,pean schoolchildren are fosing
.ground to countries such- as
. China and India that are adapt-
- ing faster to changing needs and
- producing more of the high-
skilled workers the 21st-century
demands, a new report says..
~ Richer nations, especially in
“Europe, face a growing. lack of
ambition among their -children,

fed partly by social inequality

. that schools have failed to re-
_.dress. . : ST

“Education at a Glance,” an

annual study by the Paris-based

'Organization for Economic. Co- .

. operation and Development Te-
' leased Tuesday, covets.30 of the

world’s Tichest nations, but it

also.compares how they stackup

created a glut. Wages for higl
‘educated students have sta
“‘the same or grown in-all OE(
‘hations: And as:technology:.

for advanced gkills have, too.

high-level skills, - and

- w1th keynon-pECD meﬁibers -
* China and India. L '

That comparison will be eru-:-

cial in the coming decades.The

number of college graduates -

from China last year
lion = outstripped tha

world have not, as somie |

advanced, job market demand:

 The report stressed the pres
sures on rich countries to mee
the fast-growing demand fo

that the United Sta

rope are losing ground :
tionally because other countries

‘gains.

* Among  OECD members,

/East Asian countries are increas-
ingly outperforming the United

States and the Europe — and they

““succeed without leaving many
St behi

d hind,”. the ~report

Some countriés  show a

marked contrast between high-
‘achievers and’ their struggling
 peers. More than a quarter of
‘15:year-olds in the United
States, Italy, Mexico, Portugal

nd Turkey performed at or be-
wi the lowest levels on math -
t students from poor families
re 3.5 times more likely to do

ions = and any countries

are making faster and blgg‘ef”{ fséhqoylvs’—eve_}rfe‘mfforce inequal-

tperform U

.S- y Europ e "

ities instead of rectifying them,
the report said.. o

... The larg‘est,meqﬁaliﬁes were
found in-Germany, France and
Taly; . the 'smallest in ‘Finland,

" Canada and five of the six Asian

countries on the list. . - ,
In looking toward future job
needs, the report warned of a
“Jack of ambition” among youth
in many OECD countries ‘that

_contrasts sharply with families’
“push to educate children " in
‘many developing countries —s-

pecially China and India. -
The report also - warned
about. increasing costs of drop-

ping out of high school.

‘Adults . whodo not finish

) high school in the United States

earn 65 percent of what people
make if they do. finish high
schiool. No other country: had
such a severe income gap.




